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INTRODUCTION



OBJECTIVES

Developing a vision which bring life back to the Historic Center of
Deir Ghassanen.

Developing a vision which protect the history and the cultural
landscape of Deir Ghassaneh Historic Center

Addressing the regeneration of the urban fabric in Deir Ghassaneh
Historic Center with appropriate guidelines.



DICOVERY AND OBSERVATION

DEVELOPMENTAL METHODOLOGY

ANALYSIS AND SWOT

-Visual Analysis
-Physical Analysis
-Social Analysis

-Economic Analysis
-Enviromental Analysis

DETAILED DESIGN

DETAILED ZONES
-HC edge, entrances and
approaches

-Pocket Garden
-Residential Extension

DATA COLLECTION

-Previous Studies
-Interviews

-Field Visits

VISION AND CONCEPTUAL WORK PLAN

BY LAWS AND RECOMMANDATION

-within the boarders of
the HC

-Outside the boarders
of the HC




GENERAL BACKGROUND



LOCATION

DEIR GHASSANEH LOCATION
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

LAND COVER

LEGEND:

NATURAL RESERVE

OLIVE GROVES

NATURAL GRASS LAND

. BUILT UP AREA
DISCONTINUOUS URBAN FABRIC

B NATURAL VEGETATION

N TN ] Meters
0 100 200 400 600




HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

EXISTING MASTER PLAN

LEGEND:
" HISTORICAL CENTER

" RESIDENTIAL B

2 PUBLIC PARK
RESIDENTIAL G

B PUBLIC BUILDINGS

" ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

. CEMETERY

" GROUND PLAYS
" RESIDENTIAL A
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Demographic statistics

less than 15 years old

other
15%
full time for house work
30%

students
55%

15-64 years old; 60.6

\

non Active economically

N & Active economically
\\ 35%

N

females
%49




HISTORICAL ANALYSIS






SITE ANALYSIS



. FIRST IMPRESSION

OBSERVATIONS
MENTAL MAP
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VISUAL COMPARISON




VISUAL ASSESSMENT
Views, interventions
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

CONSTRUCTION ERA

LEGEND:
B PRE-ISLAMIC ERA (150 A.D)
ISLAMIC ERA (1080)
B OoTTOMAN ERA (1700)
B MODERN ERA (1966)

@® PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

CHRONOLOGY IN CONSTRUCTION
THROUGH DIFFERENT ERAS.
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

NEIGHBOURHOODS
OWNERSHIP

LEGEND:
ASH-SHU’IBI

AL-BARGHOUTHI
B AL-RABI

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

AL-BARGHOUTHI NEIGHBORHOOD, WHICH
IS NUMBER TWO, IS THE LARGEST ONE

OF THE THREE.
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF

DEIR GHASSANEH
BUILDINGS PROPERTY

LEGEND:
BB PRIVATE

PRIVATE OWNERSHIP FOR

PUBLIC USE

@ PUBLIC PLAZA

CEMETERY

MOST OF BUILDINGS PROPERTY

IS PRIVATE.
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
@ DEIR GHASSANEH

. CULTURAL VALUE
- g o \
- N LEGEND:
= N ~ N\
W S \ NO CULTURAL VALUE
N “NEW BUILDING”

AL-BARGH(THIPALAGE __ . CULTURAL VALUE

y' A
y \
.' " A HIGH CULTURAL VALUE
[ N, ?‘Q‘ \
Ty Q3¢
SHAIKH SALEH AL-BARGHOTHI PALA y
e 'd

/
PR /

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

THE HIGHEST CONCENTRATION OF HIGH
CULTURAL VALUE BUILDINGS ARE LOCAT-
ED IN THE MAIN PLAZA OF DEIR GHAS-
SANEH.
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

CURRENT ECONOMIC VALUE

LEGEND:

ECONOMIC VALUE
B NO ECONOMIC VALUE

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

(1): IN ZONE ONE, THE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE EASTERN AREA OF
THE HISTORIC CENTER WITH APPROXIMATELY
56% OF THE TOTAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN THE
SITE.

(2): IN ZONE TWO, THE CENTER OF THE HISTORIC
CENTER, HAS FEW AND SEPARATE ECONOMIC
ACTIVITIES.

(3): IN ZONE THREE, THE SOUTH WESTERN AREA,
HAS NO ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES.

Meters
50 100 200



HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

HISTORICAL SOCIAL
NETWORK

LEGEND:
COMMERCIAL
SOCIAL

PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

CURRENT SOCIAL
NETWORK

LEGEND:
COMMERCIAL

SOCIAL

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY
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CURRENT SOCIAL & ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
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PHYSICAL ASSESSMENT
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

NUMBER OF INHABITANTS

LEGEND:
0-1
Hi-5
5-8

8-13

B 13-17

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

MOST BUILDINGS ARE ABANDONED.
SPECIALLY AL-BARGHOUTHI NEIGHBOUR-
OOD e 2 ) *3

~Lower population._

3. density /
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

TYPE OF HOUSES

LEGEND:

B cowmpPoSITE
COMPOUND
LIWAN

B NEW BUILDINGS
SPECIAL

B VERNACULAR

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

COMPOSITE:

COMPLEX HOUSE WITH SEVERAL ROOMS AND
COURTYARD. IT WAS BUILT IN THE SAME PERIOD
WITH SAME TECHNOLOGY.

COMPOUND:

USUALLY IT IS ONE ROOM, BUILT IN DIFFERENT
PERIODS USING DIFFERENT TECHNOLOGIES.
LIWAN:

FAMILY HOUSE WITH MANY ROOMS AND ENTRANCES
LEADING TO A LIWAN (HALL).

NEW BUILDINGS:

BUILT IN MODERN TIMES WITH MODERN
TECHNOLOGIES.

SPECIAL:

MIGHT BE RELIGIOUS, ADMINISTRATIVE AND SOCIAL,
USED BY PUBLIC.

VERNACULAR:

MADE OF ONE OR TWO VAULTED ROOMS. BUILT IN
THE SAME PERIOD WITH THE SAME TECHNOLOGY.



HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

NUMBER OF FLOORS

LEGEND:

|
2
3

W s

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

MOST OF BUILDINGS HAVE ONE FLOOR. .
./ AL-BARGOUTHI NEIGHBORHOOD IS THE
ONLY ONE WITH THREE FLOORS.

,,,,,
-

50 100 200



HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

GROUND FLOOR USAGE

LEGEND:

NO USE
OTHER
PRODUCTIVE
B RESIDENTIAL
SOCIAL
B SPECIAL

@ PUBLIC PLAZA

CEMETERY

MORE THAN 75% OF BUILDINGS ARE
NOT USED.

0 50 100 200



HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

FIRST FLOOR USAGE

LEGEND:

B onLY GROUND FLOOR
" NOUSE

PRODUCTIVE
RESIDENTIAL

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

MOST OF THE USED BUILDINGS ARE FOR
RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES, FEW ARE FOR
PRODUCTION USAGE.
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

DEGREE OF DAMAGE

LEGEND:
NO INTERVENTION

B HIGH DAMAGE
MEDIUM DAMAGE

LOW DAMAGE

@® PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY




HISTORICAL CENTER OF

DEIR GHASSANEH
g -y DEGREE OF VULNERABILITY
o \
v \ LEGEND:
A ~ N
v J > N LOW VULNERABILITY

AL.BﬁF{GHOTm PALAGE / ‘ \ . MEDIUM VULNERABILITY
Y > 26 N NEW BUILDING

~q ‘,“‘ N

SHAIKH SALEH AL-BARGHOTH*LACE 2 \ @® PUBLIC PLAZA

A CEMETERY

THE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT DEFINES
‘ THE DEGREE OF STABILITY OF A BUILDING.

MOST OF THE BUILDINGS ARE LOW IN
| VULNERABILITY
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING
TO CONSISTENCY

LEGEND:
B ADJuST

B INTEGRATE
NO INTERVENTION

REPLACE

@® PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY

ADJUST: Buildings almost compatible with the urban
landscape, only need small interventions to fit better
(such as changing details, or changing the colour of the
plaster...)

INTEGRATE:Buildings which do not fit in the urban land-
scape but that can still be made compatible with some
intervention, such as adding or changing the finishing of
the fagade, great changes in the details.

NO INTERVENTION: Building perfectly fitting in the con-
text, no works needed.

REPLACE: Buildings that are not compatible at all in the
urban landscape. Obviously replace does not mean to
demolish, but in case of reconstruction of such buildings
it has to be done according to the guidelines



CIRCULATION & ENTRANCES
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

NETWORK AND OPEN
SPACES CATEGORY

LEGEND:

~ MAIN ROADS
SECONDARY ROADS

| ALLEYS

~ COURTYARDS

B PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY



HISTORICAL CENTER OF

DEIR GHASSANEH

NETWORK AND OPEN

SPACES MATERIAL
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

TYPES OF CIRCULATION

LEGEND:
TRRRRRRRRRRRnnNnIn VEHICLE
PEDESTRIAN
@ chicee
PEDESTRIAN

@® PUBLIC PLAZA
CEMETERY
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HISTORICAL CENTER OF
DEIR GHASSANEH

FLOW OF CIRCULATION

LEGEND:

VEHICLES
PEDESTRIAN

@ PUBLIC PLAZA
™ CEMETERY

THE MAP SHOWS THE DENSITY
OF FLOW OF CIRCULATION FOR
BOTH VEHICLES AND
PEDESTRIAN.



ENTRANCES ASSESSMENT

- Relation with main public spaces in the H.C

- Road width

]

- Human perception of public
I

- Degree of attraction (Welcoming)

- Relation with surrounding movement

- Load of circulation
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- Relation with main public spaces in the H.C

- Road width

- Human perception of public

- Degree of attraction (Welcoming)
1

- Relation with surrounding movement

- Load of circulation
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- Relation with main public spaces in the H.C

- Road width

- Human perception of public

- Degree of attraction (Welcoming)

- Relation with surrounding movement

- Load of circulation
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- Relation with main public spaces in the H.C

- Road width

- Human perception of public

- Degree of attraction (Welcoming)

- Relation with surrounding movement

/ - Load of circulation
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- Relation with main public spaces in the H.C

- Road width

- Human perception of public

- Degree of attraction (Welcoming)

- Relation with surrounding movement

- Load of circulation




COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION






ZEINAB Young people here have a lot of

skills, and number of them
27 years old The youth group here in Deir attended workshop to learn Most of young people
Ghassaneh are really active, they handcrafts, but unfortunately, here leave their
always volunteer to clean and fix they didn’t know how and where hometown looking for
the village. They also volunteer in they can use their skills. work, it is hard to find
summer camps in the schools. : : business here.

one of Deir Ghassaneh Residents

Old buildings make up lost space in

the event of no use evenifitis

restored. the original owners of the If any investment opened another one try
Historic center, left their house to live to do the same, one of anything is more
in the city, As part of urbanization, and than enough here, and at then end all

in the same time they don’t let anyone. close in the same time.

The residents depend on Beit
Rima and Ramallah, they
bring all their daily stuff from
their

ThereIs Al Khawas
park near here, It Is a

Unfortunately, this is a negative point,
how we live here and we don’t know
about our own history, this is
embarrassing.

here d d free time ?
tals 2 s vaded i alie hat do you know about the history of Deir Ghassaneh ?




NADER AWAD

23 years old
One of Deir Ghassaneh Residents

The residents depends on Beit
Rima and Ramallah, they bring
all of their daily stuff from their.

what is the reason behind continous failer in
the investments

| used to work in a bakery in the town few
years ago, It was a good job since its was
close to my family and friends, but the
shop closed 3 months later.

Today im working in Ramallah-

Bytonia in a bakery 40 min far ina :

car, and transportation is expensive. The same is for all young people
But what should | do?!

There is no places to live, the owners refuse
to rent their empty houses so all young
people and married couples leave to live in
the nearby villages and Ramallah.

This is how it works here, no
investment succeed, no customers.

Yes, me and my friends always think
about having our own business here, but
like what??!l nothing succeeds.

Did you ever think about having your own
investment?

Usually we gather in the roofs of our own
houses, and sometimes we go to
Al-Khawas park, but it is a little far.

How do you s your free time?




TR our center is having embroideries, straw and food.
|NSAF Al ShU albl but the food is the only one which succeed, since

The Head of Women Society Center of The Women Society Center is really a it depends on delivery catering system for different
Deir Ghassaneh good project, there is about 15 women occasions. As for other prodeucts it didn't
work here, but it needs more marketing. succeed, there is no one to buy.

there is a good agricultural lands, but no what do you think about planting Black-
enough water, and there is no support for caraway, it doesn’t need any water?

the farmers, so most of farmers left their

farming jobs.

we used to seed some plants like
Thyme and Safflower, to cover
our needs in food sector it is

really useful. Really?! ... it is a great idea




DO YOU PREFER TO LIVE IN OLD
HOUSES IN DEIR GHASSANEH?

“In reality Im ready to
live here, but the private
ownership is the biggest
challenge, owners refuse
to rent their
houses.”Nader Awad

“Actually | prefer to
live in Ramallah
close to my work.
And for most
services there are
better.”Nader Awad

“I think that spaces are enough
if a bathroom and kitchen were
added, since most families
include maybe 5

members.” Insaf Al-shu’aibi

“ooh, it is great to live here,
historic building are unique,
it is really nice and look how
you can have your nice
court yard.” Insaf Shouaibi

“Yes we live in old house, i like
it but it has a lot of problems,
houses are small, and their is

the problem of humidity.”

“l used to own
and live in old
house, but | built
another new
house near, since
spaces and living
conditions are
not suitable.”Rida
Al-shu’aibi




SWOT ANALYSIS



 The high value of the historical
center of Deir Ghassaneh.

e Women's urban kitchen and tradi-

tional crafts.

» The good conditions of structure

for the most buildings.

» The good conditions of infrastruc-

ture of the historical center.

 Al-khawas park as attractive point
for Deir Ghassaneh and surrounding.

e Open public spaces.

» Al-Kamanjati community center.

e The number of the entrances to
the historical center.

 Location of the historical center
with the context around.

» People acceptance for change and

development.

e New human interventions on
the old buildings.

 The immigration of youth out
of the village.

* The distortion of entrances
image.

* Riwaq strategy of rehabilita-
tion is missing the future
needs.

* The lacks of public services
as health and entertainment.
 Unused agricultural lands.

* Private ownership impedes
the usage of buildings.

e [nsufficient investments.

e Weak environmental condi-
tions indoor and outdoor
(humidity, cleanliness, streets )
 Few greenery / No shading.
 Low population density.

* No job opportunities.

e No Social or institutional
aware

* Available open spaces and
squares.

e Agricultural potential (mostly in
olive trees).

e Active cultural and women cen-
ters.

» Annual events that can promote
local products.

» Viable recreational and enter-
tainment centers.

* Tourist attraction for historical
centersand natural landscape.

» Attention by institutional fund-
ing (Riwaq).

* Viable oil pressing.

* Local breeding, beekeeping,
and poultry farms.

» Buffer zones around the histori-
cal center.

* Historical center is accessible
by many available entrances.
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VISION DEVELOPMENT



Attracting New Residents & Building Local Economy

* SEervices

* [lving spaces
» Job creation
o fourism

* Protection ( Sprawl, Historical Buildings Extensions, New
Developments & Buffer Zones)




CONCEPTUAL WORK PLAN

GROUP 1 VISION GROUP 2 VISION
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